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“Love Your Baby as Yourself”

Luke 18:15-17

Question to ponder—particularly now as we come both on the Sanctity of Human Life Sunday and for an infant baptism (a beautiful providence): really, how do we view babies?

Scripture & prayer.


This account is pretty important: it is found in each of the “Synoptic Gospels”—those three that record similar key moments in Jesus’ life and from a similar perspective. But Luke is a little different. He introduces the subjects of this encounter intentionally and specifically as “babies” (brevfh); whereas in both Matthew and Mark, they are referred to throughout as “little children” (paidiva). We are to understand here that the little children brought to Jesus were not (what we might instinctively think) elementary age “boys and girls,” but rather (it would seem), nursery age “toddlers and infants.” But why include such an account? Surely there are much more important things Jesus said and did. What are the implications of Jesus’ example regarding these “babies” He welcomes and elevates on how we are to act and think?
I.
Babies are “people,” too (vv 15-16).

A.
What’s really important?


1.
It was a simple request. People were bringing their babies to Jesus to have Him touch them. But Jesus’ own disciples rebuked the parents. Jesus shouldn’t be bothered by these babies; He’s got much more important things to be doing (as we see from the sequence of events) . . . He’s instructing us on “praying for justice” (the common cry, 18:1-8), He’s confronting the Pharisees on the “sin of self-righteousness” (the common blight, 18:9-14). These are the big issues (and they are). But . . .


2.
Jesus responds in two directions:




a.
Toward the babies. He readily welcomes them into His presence and into His arms: “Let the little children come to Me.”




b.
Toward His disciples. He issues a rebuke in return: “And do not hinder them.” (And it’s stern; Mk 10:14 tells us Jesus was “indignant.” So if you want to know what angers Jesus, start devaluing babies: “Go away; you’re less important.”) But He does not stop there; indeed, He “turns the spiritual tables” on His disciples by saying: “For the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Heaven belongs to babies!? The things of the kingdom are possessed by “insignificant” little children just like this!? (We’ll look at this more shortly.) 


3.
So, what’s really important? As Jesus implies by this demonstration, “bothersome” little babies (and it’s only when we see their “bother” and “insignificance” that we feel the weight and moment) are of utmost importance to Him (and so should be to us as well).


B.
Bothered by babies?


1.
In the culture. Do we view babies (basically) as second-class people (or even below)?



a.
This is certainly quite common in our cultural attitude that screams over salmon but happily advertises abortion providers that terminate the lives of developing humans (that we’re not ready for). We have “People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals” (PETA; and ethical treatment is good!). But there is no “People for the Ethical Treatment of the Unborn” (PETU?).



b.
And we see this in the prevalent tendency to intentionally have no or very few children, and to pass them off (practically) for others to raise. Now, sometimes this is necessary or even providential. But an attitude that places more importance on a bigger house and fancier car over raising a family in the faith is horribly misplaced. We see this “pursuit of self” and “bother” as well in abandoning our elderly to nursing homes (but cf. Grandma) or to a supposed “death with dignity.”  


2.
In the church. Do we view babies, practically speaking, as second-class citizens of the kingdom, second class members of the church?



a.
How does this impact the way we view the Nursery ministry (though blessed here, it is often the hardest to fill)? It takes little more than the open arms and heart of Christ, but it is an equal aspect of ministry. As Jesus demonstrates, ministry to babies is equally as important as “instructing the saints,” as “confronting sinners.” 



b.
What about in our approach to children in worship? Do we find ourselves bothered by babies and small children in our worship services—wishing they would just be still, be quiet, or be gone? And this is the prevalent pattern in modern American evangelicalism. We have “children’s church” at all levels, and babies are actively discouraged from participating in worship. But in our congregation here, we have made it a point to welcome (but by no means require) children of all ages into community worship—both because this was evidently the attitude of Christ, and also because we seek to bring our children up in the faith, at all levels, from their earliest years. They are not foreigners to the church, but full members of it.

C.
Implications on abortion. We have come to the annual remembrance of the horrible decision of the Supreme Court, 31 years ago this Thursday: Roe v. Wade, which ultimately legalized abortion throughout our land (as it is largely around the world). Setting aside the nation and the world, however: as Christians, what are some of the implications of this text on this procedure and how we are to view developing babies?


1.
If babies—infants—are people, too, then from the Scripture’s perspective they are “my neighbor.” As early as life in the womb can be detected as life, and as human life (especially as we have come to even “see,” with our burgeoning pre-natal technologies, the full humanity of our children in the womb), then that baby becomes my neighbor, and the command to “love your neighbor as yourself” (the second greatest commandment, summary of the law of God) becomes also “love your baby as yourself.” And, as the apostle Paul explains: “love does no harm to its neighbor” (Rom 13:10). Love always sacrifices for the welfare of the other. So how can a Christian in good conscience promote such a practice? And how can a Christian in good conscience not promote the sanctity of human life . . . in love?


2.
One of the “barbarities” of “civilized” Rome that early Christians had to counter, and emphatically did, was the common accepted practice not only of abortion, but of infanticide as well: of abandoning their unwanted newborn babies to succumb to the elements or be devoured by wild beasts. But the early Christians believed in “life,” and they explicitly understood that the great command to “love” included: “thou shalt not procure abortion, nor commit infanticide” (Didache 2.2). 
II.
Our babies are “Christians,” too (vv 16b-17).

A.
They are in the faith. Notice Jesus’ startling language: “the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (v 16b). Initially, this is a shocking statement. How can Jesus say that heaven belongs to “babies” (that is the reference) when such little ones can’t even express conscious faith in Christ . . . or can they?


1.
As the Scriptures proclaim, all the way from Abraham (Gen 17:7-14), our baptized (OT circumcised) children are “in” the covenant (not neutral or half-way). And “growing up in the faith” (and as truly in the faith, with a young faith that grows), is to be expected. Children naturally grow to embrace more and more the faith and beliefs of their parents as they are actively and transparently brought up in that faith. That is why we are encouraged to bring up our children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph 6:4).



a.
This was the experience of the psalmist who said: “You made me trust in You even at my mother’s breast; from my mother’s womb you have been my God” (22:9-10, a strong statement!); or of Timothy who was raised in the Scriptures “from infancy” (ajpoV brevfou", 2 Tim 3:15).



b.
And this is the example of my children as well, who from their earliest days would openly claim the name “Christian,” would freely confess that “Jesus died on the cross for my sins” (even in their small understanding), and could boldly sing, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to Him belong . . .” 



2.
Our covenant children, if brought up in the faith, are “believers”—that is one of the blessings of the covenant (as many will testify: never knowing a time that I didn’t love Jesus)—unless and until they should demonstrate otherwise (which is why we are given the perpetual call and test to us all and at every stage: repent and believe).



3.
This is a comfort to those in the church who lose a child to death, and a ground upon which we baptize our infants into Christ in the church (more in a moment).


B.
They are models of faith. Notice Jesus’ strong language: “anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never (ouj mhV, double negative) enter it” (v 17). How ironic that Jesus would tell His disciples that these very babies they were pushing away were their spiritual prototypes. And for us as well, these “little ones” become, in a sense, spiritual giants—our models of faith. Why? How is that?


1.
As propounded throughout Scripture, “trust” is the essential spiritual requirement and characteristic. Babies possess this in abundance, and freely exhibit it (cf. Ps 131, ctw). We truly have much to learn about deep spirituality by watching a little child.



a.
For example, a baby understands that: “If I cry, mommy will come and hold me and feed me, change my diaper and make me clean.”



b.
Ah, just like us when we pray the Lord’s Prayer: “Father . . . daily bread . . . forgive”—believing that He is, and that He will.


2.
It is simple, instinctive dependence: this is the model of faith. And if we are to enter heaven, we too must come with such faith (“child at heart”), or we may come not at all.


3.
The essence of saving faith is the faith of a little child: one who knows by nature the love and embrace of Jesus as exampled and instructed by his or her parents, and expressed in: “Jesus loves Me . . . I belong” (to God’s family). Or coming from another angle, it is a simple faith that knows I have done wrong before God, and that Jesus took the punishment for my wrong on the cross. The primitive expression is this: “If you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 10:9). Have you made that commitment? Have you “come as a child”? 

C.
Implications on infant baptism.


1.
In the OT, the sign of the covenant—of that special faith-relationship with God—was circumcision. It was the mark of entry in the faith; and all who were in the covenant received its sign (which is why Abraham was commanded to circumcise his infant sons). Because of this “sign”-ificance, Jesus embraced these babies as “kingdom kids.” 



2.
Now, because of the cross, baptism has become the NT sign; but both symbolized essentially the same thing: a right relationship with God, a cleansed heart, a new life. “In Him you were also circumcised, with the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with Him in baptism” (Col 2:11-12). It is a work of God’s Spirit, to be applied to all who come to faith, as well as to their children. It is not a magical act or guarantee of salvation, but the covenant mark of God that sets that child apart as His, to be raised in the faith, to confess and live the faith, as she progressively grows in the faith.


3.
So, if we are to consider our babies as part of God’s covenant family—who possess the kingdom, according to Jesus’ own words (which we are)—then they properly ought to receive the sign of that covenant. It is both a response of faith and a call to faith, based on the promises of God.

Transition into Hope baptism: My daughter Tiffanie was raised in the faith, and yet for a time wandered from the faith. A new life was conceived and, thankfully, brought to term and safe delivery. Out of hopelessness, Hope was born. And Tiffanie has returned to the Lord and to this body, and has presented her newborn daughter for Christian baptism, and with the commitment to raise baby Hope in the ways of the Lord. The Session has heartily assented, and so I would like to call Tiffanie and Hope forward at this time. It is a wonderful providence, and powerful testimony to the grace of God, that on the Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, we will be celebrating the life and baptism of baby Hope.
The Covenant Promises:
1.
“For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself” (Acts 2:39). 

2.
“And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you” (Gen 17:7). 
3.
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31).
Questions to the Parent:
1.
Do you acknowledge Hope’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2.
Do you claim God’s covenant promises in her behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for her salvation, as you do for your own?

3.
Do you now unreservedly dedicate Hope to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before her a godly example, that you will pray with and for her, that you will teach her the doctrines of our holy religion as contained in the Scriptures, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring her up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

Question to the Congregation: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting Tiffanie in the Christian nurture of this child?
Prayer for God’s Blessing.
Baptism: And now, Hope Michelle Fowler, I baptize you into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation stand for “Jesus Loves Me.”
